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News Release 
Colorbiotics launches innovative recycling program for colorant totes 

• Industry-first program is designed to recycle intermediate bulk containers (IBCs), 

commonly known as “totes”  

• Colorbiotics values the environment and continues to create sustainability best 

practices that benefit the market 

 
(AMES, Iowa – February 2021) Colorbiotics, an industry leader in all-natural colorants 
and coatings, as well as equipment that applies them, is underscoring their 
environmental expertise with a new program that collects and recycles totes for future 
colorant distribution and storage.  
 
Colorbiotics’ new Tote Return Program was created to make it easy for colorant 
customers to dispose of empty colorant totes, and to promote sustainability at their 
businesses. Totes, formally known as “intermediate bulk containers (IBCs),” are high-
density polyethylene bins used for standardized shipping and storage. Colorbiotics 
ships over a hundred million pounds of colorant per year, which means countless totes 
are in the distribution stream and at customer facilities, leading Colorbiotics to devise a 
plan to reduce waste and free up storage space.   
 
“We are proud to be the first colorant producer to establish a program like this,” said 
Kent Rotert, Colorbiotics vice president. “We know our customers appreciate 
sustainability, but even beyond that, they have a practical need to discard used totes.”  
 
Typical colorant totes are too large to dispose of through traditional garbage streams, 
and are subject to certain governmental disposal regulations because they contained 
chemicals at one point.  
 
“We developed a system that relieves our customers of any costs and hassle in 
disposing of totes,” Rotert said. “We take care of everything, so it is a sustainable 
solution that is beneficial all around.”  
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Other colorant producers take back used totes but cannot remove leftover colorant in 
the containers, making them difficult to recycle. Colorbiotics has the ability to clean out 
unused colorant and recycle the plastic tote using an innovative practice. One key is a 
safe disposal system at the Colorbiotics plant, which enables them to handle the 
natural, nontoxic product often left inside the totes before they are processed.  
 
Colorbiotics is not new to being a leader in environmental stewardship. The company 
produces mulch colorant that is safe for humans, animals and the environment. 
Additionally, Colorbiotics created the Global Equipment Management system, which 
enables their coloring equipment to use less water — the least amount in the industry — 
in mulch processing. Less water means lower weight in the finished product, and lower 
weight per bag and pallet. This translates to fewer trucks on the road, less gas used and 
decreased emissions.  
 
The Colorbiotics team had been considering a new recycling program for about three 
years. They took time to research the most efficient way to process totes, making it 
seamless and cost effective. And, after expanding into the asphalt business in late 
2020, Colorbiotics built a new plant in Ames, Iowa, which produces Invigorate 
Rejuvenator™ and houses the tote recycling operation.  
 
Because of Colorbiotics’ comprehensive processing and recycling method, there is no 
need for customers to wash out totes before returning them, making it even easier. 
Totes should not have non-colorant debris or liquid in them, and the tote’s exterior 
should be clean. Colorbiotics will take care of the rest, from collection of the totes 
through processing and recycling.  
 
“This should have a tremendously positive impact,” said Rotert. “Just recycling the totes 
alone will reduce a significant amount of plastic that is stored or may otherwise end up 
in landfills. We are proud to be good stewards of the environment in that regard.” 
 
For more information on the Tote Return Program, visit 
https://www.colorbiotics.com/en/resources/business-solutions.  
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ABOUT COLORBIOTICS 
Colorbiotics, headquartered in Ames, Iowa, has been innovating products that enhance the beauty of 
homes, businesses, parks and athletic facilities for more than 30 years. Colorbiotics is the industry leader 
in the science behind landscape colorant, recreation surfaces and the equipment that makes them better. 
As part of MBCC Group, Colorbiotics is also transforming asphalt production and construction with 
environmentally friendly additives that restore flexibility of RAP and extend service life. For more 
information on markets and applications, visit www.colorbiotics.com. 
 
 
ABOUT MBCC GROUP 
The MBCC Group is one of the leading suppliers of construction chemicals and solutions worldwide, and 
has emerged from the carve-out of the former BASF Construction Chemicals business from BASF Group. 
We offer innovative, sustainable products and solutions for the construction industry across different 
sectors, such as buildings, structures, underground construction, new construction, and renovation. Our 
strong brands Master Builders Solutions®, PCI®, Thermotek®, Wolman®, Colorbiotics® and Watson 
Bowman Acme® are well established in the marketplace. With our innovations, we address sustainability 
challenges in the industry. MBCC Group consists of approximately 70 legal entities worldwide and is 
home to around 7,500 construction experts in more than 60 countries. For more information go 
to: www.mbcc-group.com. 
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